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Today, we will:
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Develop an appreciation of Indigenous forms of
storytelling.

Consider our own cultures, experiences and stories in
order to create our own methods of storytelling.



The Story of Us

ICEbreaker
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The Story of Us

The social and cultural activity of writing, telling, or reading stories.

definition

STORYTELLING

© We Do It for the Culture™The Stories We Tell | Know Yourself



The Story of Us

What is the story of your name? Why did your parents choose this?

What is the story of how you received your nickname?

What is the story of how you learned your native language?

What is the story of how you received specific scars on your body?

Reflect on the story of your name, nickname, birthplace, visible scars, language,
or some specific cultural asset.

Guiding Questions

Reflect
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The Story of Us
1) Form a circle.

2) Share your short story of your name, nicknames, scars, language or
specific cultural asset.
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talk about it



INDIGENOUS STORYTELLING

part one
lesson
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Indigenous Storytelling

Originating or occurring naturally in a particular place; native.

definition

INDIGENOUS
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Indigenous Storytelling

WATCH A VIDEO

Watch the video "Sarain Fox and the
Power of Indigenous Storytelling"
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i_pDrjL9kjs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i_pDrjL9kjs


What are other forms of Indigenous storytelling mentioned in the video?

What similarities of storytelling do you see in your own experiences?

What can we learn from the various ways Indigenous people tell stories?
How can we continue to value and honor their methods of storytelling in
the present day?

In what ways do your respective families, cultures or friends parallel the
oral tradition of storytelling as passed on by Indigenous peoples?

talk about it
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INDIGENOUS STORIES IN
THE MODERN DAY

part two
lesson
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Using the graphic organizer to reflect on the following three examples of
Indigenous storytelling through spoken word, song and hip-hop.

Writing
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https://wedoit4theculture.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/The-Stories-We-Tell-Note-Catcher.pdf
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“All Nations Rise” by Lyla June

WATCH A VIDEO

What do you notice about June’s cadence,
tone and layering in the song?

How is this method of singing similar or
different to modern forms of music?

How does this song capture the essence of
Lyla’s Indigenous roots?

How is the background and context of the
music video significant to the lyrics?

What images and references do her lyrics
contain? Why is this significant?
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nr2VLI8jKww
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“Supaman” by Miracle ft. Maimouna Youssef

WATCH A VIDEO

How are Miracle and Youssef representing their
Indigenous roots visually? What traditions,
dress and practices do they represent?
How does Miracle use rap as a vehicle for
carrying on his Indigenous roots?
What types of images are represented in the
video? For example, what is the significance of
showing Indigenous communities in contrast to
the police force?
What parallels are there in this music video and
other forms of protest America has seen in
recent years?

© We Do It for the Culture™The Stories We Tell | Know Yourself
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"Indigenous Hip Hop" by Thomas X ft. Native Son & DJ AO

WATCH A VIDEO

How is Thomas X blending Indigenous
storytelling with hip-hop? List at least three
examples from the video.

How does hip-hop lend itself to storytelling?

What images of Indigenous culture are
represented in the video? Why is this
important?

How are hip-hop and oral storytelling
effective forms of carrying on tradition?
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GuK_vL0ScFs
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Now that you’ve seen examples of Indigenous storytelling with a fusion of
rap, what have you learned about how First Nation people carry on their
culture and tradition?

What are the overlaps between the stories of police violence and
Indigenous communities and police violence between Black and Latinx
communities in America?

talk about it
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DEBRIEF / EXTENSION
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1) Reflect on your own family, culture, community and experiences. Collect up
to eight different types of stories, sayings, experiences or lessons from your
life and family. 

2) Come up with your own version of storytelling and tell a story that is
important to you.

3) When we have all created methods of storytelling, we will share out with
the class.

talk about it
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